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Facts  About  Buffalo 


A  little  more  than  three  hundred  years  ago  three  French  missionaries  passed  over  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Buffalo;  then  populated  by  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  of  Five  Nations.  They  were  the  first 
known  white  persons  to  set  foot  on  this  ground. 

Following  the  development  of  the  Area  by  the  Holland  Land  Company,  late  in  the  Eighteenth  Cen- 
tury, and  the  plotting  of  the  city  by  Joseph  Elliott  in  1800,  Buffalo  showed  signs  of  economic  importance 

Destruction  by  fire  in  the  War  of  1812  proved  an  incentive  to  early  settlers  to  build  upon  the  blackened 
site  of  the  city  of  their  vision. 

The  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  which  opened  in  1825,  started  Buffalo  on  the  road  to  growth 
and  prosperity.  Following  quickly  its  incorporation  as  a  city  in  1832,  its  development  as  a  great  and  growing 
maritime  center,  its  expansion  into  an  industrial  and  commercial  city  of  the  first  magnitude. 

To-day,  on  the  eve  of  the  centenary,  Buffalo,  with  a  population  approaching  six  hundred  thousand, 
faces  the  future  with  confidence,  looks  forward  to  a  greater  development  than  at  any  time  in  its  history. 


BUFFALO  is  particularly  fortunate  in  possess- 
ing all  the  requisites  of  healthful  living  conditions 
that  make  progress  worth  while.  Located  at  the 
foot  of  Lake  Eric,  where  the  Great  Lakes,  Barge 
Canal,  rail,  highway  and  airway  meet,  it  is  ideally 
situated,  commercially,  industrially  and  socially. 

AREA  The  City's  area  of  42  square  miles  has 
not  been  increased  for  seventy-five  years.  Buffalo, 
however,  is  part  of  a  great  industrial  area  known 
as  the  Buffalo-Niagara  Metropolitan  District,  cover- 
ing 1,556  square  miles  and  having  a  population  of 
one  million  persons. 

POPULATION-  Buffalo  proper  is  the  thir 
teenth  city  in  population  in  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing 573,076  inhabitants.  (U.  S.  census  of  1930). 
Nearly  eighty  per  cent  are  native-born  Americans. 

HOUSING  There  are  more  than  1 30,000 
homes  in  about  90,000  dwellings  in  Buffalo,  more 
than  50  percent  of  which  are  owned  by  the  occu- 
pants. A  notable  characteristic  is  the  unusual  num- 
ber of  single  and  two-family  dwellings,  and  the 
practical  absence  of  tenements. 

CLIMATE — Buffalo  leads  all  industrial  cities 
east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  uniformity  of 
temperature.  It  is  located  in  the  center  of  the  so- 
called  "energy  belt,"  where  the  climate  is  best 
suited  to  productive  activity.  Excessively  cold  days 
are  rare,  and  breezes  from  the  lake  keep  the  aver- 
age summer  temperature  at  67.7  degrees.  Relative 
humidity  is  not  high,  and  such  elements  as  destruc- 
tive hail  storms,  hurricanes  and  long  droughts  are 
unknown. 

INDUSTRIAL  Buffalo  is  the  ninth  city  in 
the  United  States  in  value  of  manufactured  goods; 


third  in  value  of  manufactures  per  acre.  By  ex- 
tending  it-;  area  only  two  square  miles,  it  would 
become  the  sixth  ranking  industrial  city  in  the 
country. 

(JRAIN  Buffalo  is  the  worlds  largest  grain 
distributing  port.  Has  29  elevators  with  a  capacity 
of  nearly  fifty  million  bushels. 

MILLING  Because  of  low  transportation  rates 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  it  is  cheaper  to  bring  grain  to 
Buffalo  and  mill  it  here  than  to  grind  it  into  flour 
near  the  source  of  supply.  In  six  years  Buffalo  has 
increased  its  milling  output  from  6,000,000  barrels 
to  more  than  12,000,000  barrels  of  flour  a  year. 
In  1930  it  passed  Minneapolis  in  the  race  for  first 
place. 

AERONAUTICS  Airplane  and  airplane  en- 
gine manufacture  in  Buffalo  during  1930  totalled 
$12,000,000  placing  Buffalo  in  a  leading  position 
among  all  American  cities  in  aircraft  production. 
The  Buffalo  Airport,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
city,  occupies  557.5  acres  of  level  ground  just  east 
of  the  city.  The  field  has  two  main  runways,  each 
100  feet  wide  and  3,000  long,  and  others  of  shorter 
length.  It  has  six  large  hangars,  an  up-to-date 
general  lighting  system  which  practically  eliminates 
the  hazards  of  night  flying  in  the  vicinity  of  Buf- 
falo.   It  has  a  Marine  airport  also. 

BUFFALO  is  within  500  miles  of  80,000,000 
people.  More  than  80  percent  of  the  net  income  of 
the  United  States  is  embraced  by  the  city's  market 
territory.  Eighty  percent  of  the  country's  mer- 
chandise— eight  percent  of  its  automobiles — are  sold 
within  that  territory's  borders.  Twenty-eight  of 
the  country's  fifty  largest  cities  are  within  a  500 
mile  radius.   One  hundred  and  fifty-two,  over  half 
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Facts  About  Buffalo—  Continued 


of  the  cities  in  the  United  States,  may  he  reached 
overnight  by  railroads,  in  four  hours  hy  airplane. 
Buffalo's  market  is  the  most  densely  populated, 
wealthiest  section  in  America. 

BUFFALO  owes  to  water  transportation  pro- 
bably more  than  to  any  other  factor  its  ranking  as 
one  of  the  great  industrial  centers  of  the  country. 
Its  37.4  miles  of  water  frontage  has  been  so  devel- 
oped that  it  is  now  the  SIXTH  port  of  the  United 
States,  and  one  of  the  TEN  largest  in  the  world. 
Buffalo  is  the  greatest  point  of  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  handling  25  percent  of 
all  commerce  between  those  countries. 

RAILROADS  Thirteen  railroads  operating 
into  Buffalo  make  this  the  country's  second  largest 
railroad  center. 

GOVERNMENT  After  twelve  years  of  com 
mission  government,  the  City  of  Buffalo  in  1928 
by  vote  of  the  people,  adopted  the  so-called  "strong 
mayor"  form  of  government.  Under  this  type  of 
government,  the  city  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  elected 
for  a  four  year  term,  and  a  council.  The  council 
is  composed  of  one  representative  from  each  of  the 
nine  election  districts  and  five  members  and  a  presi- 
dent elected  by  the  city  at  large.  Commissions  and 
boards  to  administer  the  various  departments  are 
appointed  by  the  mayor  and  approved  by  the 
council. 

CITY  HALL-  In  the  fall  of  1929  a  contract 
was  let  for  the  new  city  hall  to  be  32  stories  high, 
to  be  opened  in  late  1931,  and  occupying  two  blocks 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Civic  Center  at  Niagara 
Square.  The  building  alone  cost  $6,500,000.  It  is 
the  tallest  in  Buffalo,  and  on  account  of  its  location 
is  the  outstanding  building  on  the  water  front  as 
seen  from  Canada  or  out  in  Lake  Erie  or  the 
Niagara  River. 

STATE  BUILDING  A  new  building  for  the 
use  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  house  its  many 
offices  scattered  throughout  the  city  was  started 
late  in  1929  and  was  occupied  in  1931.  The  build- 
ing is  of  a  monumental  type,  of  light  colored  stone 


and  occupies  a  part  of  the  Civic  Center  in  tin- 
northeast  section. 

SCHOOLS  Buffalo's  school  system  is  among 
the  best  in  the  country.  It  has  170  grade  schools, 
including  kindergartens  and  parochial  school-:  lo 
high  schools;  four  vocational  schools,  and  two  con- 
tinuation schools.  There  are  several  private  schools. 
The  schools  of  higher  education  arc  the  Univcr-ity 
of  Buffalo,  Canisius  College  and  D'Youville  College 
for  women;  also  the  State  Teachers  College  which 
specializes  in  the  preparation  of  elementary  and 
junior  high  school  teachers. 

CHURCHES  Buffalo  is  known  as  the  city  of 
beautiful  churches.  There  are  more  than  350 
churches  of  all  denominations  in  the  city,  most  of 
which  are  fine  examples  of  architecture. 

HOSPITALS-  Buffalo  has  thirteen  hospitals, 
seven  of  which  maintain  training  schools  for  nurses. 
The  hospitals  have  a  total  of  3,612  beds. 

PARKS  Buffalo's  ten  large  city-owned  park> 
and  several  smaller  ones,  covering  over  1,600  acres, 
comprise  one  of  the  most  complete  and  beautiful 
municipal  park  systems  in  the  country.  Delaware 
Park,  the  largest,  is  noted  for  the  shade  trees  which 
cover  the  greater  part  of  its  365  acres.  In  this 
lovely  setting  is  a  46  acre  lake,  suitable  for  canoeing, 
swimming  and  skating;  an  18-hole  municipal  golf 
course,  four  baseball  diamonds,  a  zoo,  several  bridle 
paths,  bowling  greens,  archery  courts,  tennis  courts 
and  numerous  other  recreational  features  There 
are  47  recreational  centers  in  the  city's  park  system 
They  contain  57  tennis  courts,  23  baseball  dia- 
monds, 6  swimming  pools,  11  football  fields,  15  bas- 
ketball courts,  12  ice-skating  rinks  and  six  toboggan 
slides.  The  parks  are  beautifully  kept  and  open  to 
the  people  at  all  times.  They  are  noted  for  the 
absence  of  "Keep  Off  the  Grass"  signs. 

The  new  Ford  Plant,  erected  during  1931  at  a 
cost  of  five  million  dollars,  is  located  on  the  Harbor 
Turnpike,  adjacent  to  two  cement  plants,  the  Cana 
dian  Pool  Elevator,  a  great  warehouse  and  munici- 
pal docks,  all  of  which  have  recently  been  erected 
at  a  total  cost  of  sixteen  million  dollars. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police 


January  1st,  1932. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen : 

Herewith  please  find  the  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Buffalo  Poliee  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  Deeember  31st,  1931. 

In  this  report  an  effort  has  been  made  to  conform  to  the  standards  (or  Annual  Reports  as  outlined  by  the 
Committee  on  Uniform  Crime  Reeords  of  the  International  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police. 

The  various  statistical  tables  included  in  this  report  contain  data  with  respect  to  the  prevalency  of  crime 
in  this  community.  The  decrease  in  major  crimes,  particularly  Felonious  Homicide,  Aggravated  Assault, 
Robbery'  and  Auto  Theft  is  gratifying.    A  total  of  48,259  arrests  were  made  during  the  year,  of  which 

2,463  were  for  major  offenses. 

The  situation  so  far  as  vice,  gambling  and  narcotics  is  concerned,  is  very  much  improved.  We  have  con- 
tinued our  drive  against  hand  books,  policy  players  and  professional  gamblers,  with  the  result  that  these 
cheap  racketeers  have  been  driven  out  of  business  due  to  our  constant  raiding  The  vice  squad  has  paid  such 
strict  attention  to  the  vice  situation  that  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  narcotic  situation  is  well 
in  hand. 

The  appropriation   for  the  department   for  the  fiscal    year    ending    July     1st,     1932,    amounts  to 

$3,217,790.98. 

Early  in  the  year  we  organized  a  Regional  Police  District  to  include  the  Sheriff  of  Erie  County,  the  State 
Police  working  in  the  Buffalo  District  and  the  following  cities,  towns  and  villages  in  Erie  County: 

The  Cities  of  Lackawanna  and  Tonawanda;  the  Towns  of  Amherst,  Chcektowaga,  Lancaster,  Tonawanda 
and  West  Seneca,  and  the  Villages  of  Kenmore,  Lancaster,  East  Aurora,  Orchard  Park  and  Williamsvillc. 

During  the  year  our  Radio  System  has  been  built  up.  We  added  a  number  of  cars  to  the  Scout  car 
Division  and  a  Radio  Squad  in  the  Detective  Division.  We  now  have  55  radio  equipped  cars,  and  the 
radio  system  has  reached  a  degree  of  efficiency  that  is  not  excelled  by  any  other  police  department. 

With  the  organization  of  our  Regional  Police  District,  we  extended  the  facilities  of  our  radio  transmitter 
to  the  Sheriff,  the  State  Police  and  the  communities  above  mentioned  in  the  county.  The  Sheriff,  the  State 
Police  and  the  communities  in  the  county  operate  35  radio  equipped  cars,  making  a  total  of  90  radio  equip- 
ped cars  operating  in  the  Buffalo  Regional  Police  District. 

This  radio  service  is  furnished  FREE  to  the  Sheriff,  the  State  Police  and  the  cities,  towns  and  villages 
mentioned.  It  gives  the  police  departments  a  complete  radio  network  covering  all  roads  leading  to  Buffalo. 
This  service  is  appreciated  by  the  residents  of  these  outlying  districts,  and  the  police  of  the  district  cooper- 
ate to  the  fullest  extent  with  the  Buffalo  Department  and  each  other. 

With  the  formation  of  the  Regional  Police  District  and  the  extension  of  our  radio  facilities,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  hold  monthly  meetings  of  the  Police  chiefs  of  the  various  communities;  representatives 
of  the  Sheriff  and  State  Police.  These  meetings  have  been  the  means  of  promoting  much  good  will  and  a 
fine  spirit  of  cooperation  between  all  law  enforcement  officers  in  Erie  County. 

The  statistics  as  to  arrests,  etc.,  made  as  the  result  of  radio  flashes  will  be  found  on  page  27  of  this 
report. 

To  further  improve  our  radio  system  we  have  prepared  a  code  for  dispatching  the  cars,  and  expect  to 

have  it  in  operation  early  in  1932. 
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With  the  extension  of  our  radio  facilities  to  the  police  departments  in  the  Buffalo  Regional  Police  Dis- 
trict with  an  area  of  1034  square  miles,  we  found  that  our  signal  strength  was  not  sufficient  in  all  parts  of 
the  district.    To  take  care  of  this,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Federal  Radio  Commission  for  an  in 
crease  in  power  to  500  watts,  based  on  the  approximate  population  of  800,000  persons  that  we  are  serving 
The  increase  in  power  was  granted. 

To  take  care  of  the  increased  power  and  to  provide  the  proper  coverage  for  the  territory  that  we  serve, 
it  was  necessary  to  get  a  new  radio  transmitter.  On  October  1  St h,  1931,  a  new  DeForest,  serial  101,  Type 
(S-A,  500  watt  transmitter  was  delivered  to  the  Buffalo  Police  Department.  This  transmitter  is  of  the  latest 
type,  and  was  built  to  the  specifications  as  drawn  by  our  radio  engineers. 

The  Police  Training  School  is  functioning  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.    During  the  year  we  organized 
a  Regional  Police  School  for  the  Police  Departments  in  the  Buffalo  Regional  District.    In  addition  to  train 
ing  our  own  officers,  we  have  conducted  day  and  evening  courses  for  the  police  of  the  cities,  towns  and 
villages  in  our  Regional  District,  which  had  good  sized  representations  at  all  of  the  sessions  and  lectures. 

In  my  report  for  1930,  I  recommended  that  a  modern   fire-proof   building   be   constructed   for  housing 
Police  Headquarters,  to  replace  the  present  antiquated  building  that  was  erected  in  1SK4.     I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  The  Council  directed  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  have  plans  prepared  for  a  new  Head 
quarters  building,  which,  possibly,  may  be  completed  during  the  year  1932. 

The  Arson  Squad  made  some  important  arrests  during  the  year.  As  a  result  of  their  activities  there  has 
been  a  decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  incendiary  fires. 

During  the  year  the  traffic  situation  has  been  very  much  improved. 

The  department  is  gradually  being  motorized,  with  the  result  that  with  the  radio  equipped  cars  we  are 
able  to  give  much  more  efficient  and  prompt  service  than  was  possible  with  all  the  men  on  foot  patrol.  The 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  there  will  be  no  foot  patrolmen  in  the  outlying  districts;  all  this  work  being 
taken  care  of  by  officers  in  radio  equipped  cars. 

During  the  year  we  have  conducted  a  constant  educational  campaign  in  our  efforts  to  reduce  fatal  acci- 
dents. Lieutenants  of  the  Department  have  lectured  on  safety  to  the  children  of  public  and  parochial 
schools  in  this  educational  campaign. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Corporation  which  extends  to  the  police  Depart 
ment  the  facilities  of  Station  WGR  each  week  day  morning  from  11:00  to  11:15  A.  M.,  we  have  been 
able  to  conduct  daily  radio  talks  on  safety  and  the  prevention  of  accidents.  Each  Monday  evening  at  9:30 
P.  M.,  we  are  given  the  facilities  of  Station  WGR  for  thirty  minutes  to  present  police  radio  dramas  on  ac- 
cident and  crime  prevention.  These  daily  radio  talks  and  the  weekly  dramas  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
reduction  in  fatal  accidents  and  to  the  reduction  in  major  crimes. 

At  this  time  I  renew  my  former  recommendations  that  a  Cafeteria  Style  of  Traffic  Court  be  established 

AUSTIN  J.  ROCHE, 

Commissioner  of  Police. 
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Officers  Who  Were 
Killed  in  Action 


Sergeant 
Timothy  J.  Cantlin 
Jan.  12,  1896 

Patrolman 
Charles  E.  Schaei  m  r 
Sept.  6,  191 1 

Detective 
John  N.  Dumke 
April  20,  1919 

Lieutenant 
Edward  Steck 
May  15,  1922 

Patrolman 
Harold  Haltam 
Dec.  23,  1928 


Patrolman 
Nicholas  B.  Smith 
Sept.  17,  1905 

Patrolman 
George  N.  Claus 
Nov.  19,  1912 

Patrolman 
Winheld  S.  Willis 
Aug.  21,  1921 

Patrolman 

William  T.  Hunt 
Jan.  17,  1924 

Patrolman 
Carl  L.  Wunderlich 
Feb.  4,  1930 


Lieutenant 
George  T.  Miller 
Dec.  20,  1931 


The  Chief  Executives  of  the  Buffalo 
Police  Department 

Since  its  formation  as  a  uniformed  force  in  the  year  1866, 
giving  dates  and  duration  ot  service. 


Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days 

Supt  David  Reynolds* 

May  7  1866 — March  6  1870 

3 

9 

29 

Supt.  Peter  C.  Doyle* 

April  1,  1870 — May  1  1872 

2 

1 

0 

Sunt.  John  Byrne*   

May  1,  1872— May  26,  1879 

7 

0 

25 

Supt.  William  A.  Phillips* 

May  26,  1879 — Jan.  14  1880 

0 

7 

18 

Supt  William  J  Wolf* 

Jan.  14   1880 — Dec  28  1882 

2 

1 1 

14 

Supt.  fames  H.  Shephard*   

Dec.  28,  1882— May  12,  1883 

0 

4 

14 

Supt  Thomas  Curtin* 

May  12   1883 — July  31  1884 

1 

2 

19 

Supt  William  A  Phillips* 

July  31  1884 — March  18  1887 

2 

7 

17 

Supt  Martin  Morin* 

March  18  1887 — Jan  22  1891 

3 

10 

4 

Supt.  Daniel  Morganstern* 

Jan.  22,  1891 — June  1  1893 

2 

4 

9 

Supt   George  Chambers* 

fune  1    1893 — March  7  1894 

o 

9 

Supt.  William  S.  Bull*   

March  7,  1894— fan.  24,  1906 

1 1 

10 

17 

Acting  Supt.  John  Martin*   

Jan.  24,  1906— April  23,  1906 

0 

3 

29 

Supt.  Michael  Regan*   

.April  23,  1906— Dec.  24,  1915 

9 

8 

1 

Chief  John  Martin*   

Jan.  1,  1916— fan.  2,  1918 

2 

0 

1 

Chief  Henry  J.  Girvin   

Jan.  2,  1918— May  1,  1919 

1 

3 

29 

Chief  James  W.  Higgins   

.Feb.  18,  1919— fan.  1,  1922 

2 

10 

13 

Chief  ]ohn  F.  Burfeind*   

fan.  2,  1922— Dec.  31,  1923 

1 

1 1 

29 

Chief  Charles  F.  Zimmerman   

fan.  1,  1924— March  31,  1926 

2 

0 

Commissioner  fames  W.  Higgins 

April  1,  1926— Dec.  29,  1929 

3 

8 

29 

Commissioner  Austin  f.  Roche 

Jan.  1,  1930— 

*Deceased. 

Title  changed  from  Chief  to  Commissioner  January  1,  ls>2S 


Department  of  Police 


AUSTIN  J.  ROCHE 

Commissioner 


WILLIAM  R.  CONNOLLY 
Deputy  Commissioner 


THOMAS  J.  GILLICAN 
Inspector 


JAMES  HYLAND 
Inspector 


JOHN  S.  MARNON 
Inspector 


EMANUEL  SCHUH 
Ohiet  of  Detectives 


_  Assistant  Chief  of  Detectives 

 Assistant  Chief  of  Detectives 

 Surgeon 

_  Assistant  Surgeon 

_  Chief  Desk  Lieutenant 

 Assistant  Chief  Desk  Lieutenant 

_  Clerk  to  the  Commissioner 

_  Chief  of  the  Bertillon  System 

.Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bertillon  System 

_  Photographer 

_...Supt.  of  Motive  Power  and  Supplies 

 Chief  of  the  Police  Signal  System 

Asst.  Chief  of  the  Police  Signal  System 

 Property  and  Chief  Clerk 

 Stenographer 


Jacob  Truxes   

Thomas  J.  Riordan  ... 
Edwin  A.  Bowerman 
Victor  A.  Tyrasinski 

Thomas  Coyle  

Edward  M.  McGurn 

John  E.  Regan  

Joseph  T.  Whitewell 

James  Connors   

Reinhold  Schulz   

Henry  W.  Alt   

Leo  Rowland   

William  B.  Fairbairn 
William  Hildebrand  . 
Jacob  J.  Gaiser   
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Precinct  Boundaries 


Police  Headquarters,  Cor.  Seneca  and  Franklin  Streets 

FIRST  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Seneca  and  Franklin  Streets. 

South  Michigan  and  Michigan  Avenue  to  Eagle  Street,  to  Niagara  Street,  to  Virginia 
Street,  and  a  continuation  thereof,  westerly  to  its  intersection  with  the  westerly  line  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  thence  southerly  and  easterly  along  said  State  Line  to  its  intersection  with 
the  southerly  continuation  ot  South  Michigan  Avenue. 

SECOND  PRECINCT 
Station  House,  500  South  Division  Street. 

Michigan  Avenue  from  the  site  of  the  old  Hamburg  Canal  to  Clinton  Street,  to  Fillmore 
Avenue,  to  Smith  Street,  to  Perry  Street,  to  Hamburg  Street,  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.,  to 
Michigan  Avenue. 

THIRD  PRECINCT 
Station  House,  Washington  and  Tupper  Streets. 

Niagara  Street  from  Eagle  Street,  to  Virginia  Street,  to  Elmwood  Avenue,  to  North 
Street,  to  Michigan  Avenue,  to  Eagle  Street,  to  Niagara  Street. 

FOURTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Sycamore  and  Ash  Streets. 

Michigan  Avenue  from  Clinton  Street,  to  North  Street,  to  Jefferson  Avenue,  to  Clinton 
Street,  to  Michigan  Avenue. 

FIFTH  PRECINCT 
Station  House,  Delavan  Avenue  and  Greenwood  Place. 

Elmwood  Avenue  from  West  Utica  Street  to  the  center  line  of  Scajaquada  Creek, 
along  the  said  center  line  and  the  westerly  continuation  thereof  to  the  westerly  line  of  the  State 
ot  New  York  southerly  along  said  line  to  the  intersection  with  the  westerly  continuation  oi  the 
center  of  Massachusetts  Avenue,  to  Front  Avenue,  to  Rhode  Island  Street,  to  West  I  Itica 
Street,  to  Elmwood  Avenue. 

SIXTH  PRECINCT 
Station  House,  1444  Main  Street. 

North  Street  from  Elmwood  Avenue  to  Jefferson  Avenue,  to  Best  Street,  to  Roehrer 
Avenue,  to  East  Ferry  Street,  to  Humboldt  Parkway,  to  East  Delavan  Avenue,  to  Fillmore 
Avenue,  to  Kensington  Avenue,  to  Humboldt  Parkway,  to  Aggasiz  Place,  to  Delaware  Park, 
along  southern  line  of  Delaware  Park,  to  Delaware  Avenue,  to  Rumsey  Road,  to  Lincoln 
Parkway,  to  south  line  of  Delaware  Park,  Penhurst  Park  to  Penhurst  Place,  to  Elmwood  Ave- 
nue to  North  Street. 
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SEVENTH  PRECINCT 


Station  House,  355  Louisiana  Street. 

South  Michigan  Avenue  and  Michigan  Avenue  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  to  Hamburg 
Street,  to  Perry  Street,  to  Smith  Street,  to  Buffalo  River,  to  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  tracks  to  the 
city  line  and  westerly  continuation  thereof,  to  its  intersection  with  the  southerly  line  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  westerly  along  said  line  to  its  intersection  with  the  southerly  continuation 
of  the  center  line  of  South  Michigan  Avenue. 

EIGHTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  647  Fillmore  Avenue. 

Clinton  Street  from  Jefferson  Avenue  to  the  junction  of  Babcock  Street,  west  of  the  Erie 
R.  R.  tracks,  northerly  along  Babcock  Street  to  William  Street,  thence  north  to  the  N.  Y.  C. 
R.  R.  "Y"  to  Newton  Street,  along  the  westerly  line  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Belt  Line  to 
Sycamore  Street,  to  Jefferson  Avenue  to  Clinton  Street. 

NINTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Seneca  and  Babcock  Streets. 

Clinton  Street  from  the  City  Line  to  Bailey  Avenue,  to  the  junction  of  Dingens  Street, 
thence  westerly  along  the  center  line  of  Dingens  Street  to  its  intersection  with  Babcock 
Street,  along  Babcock  Street  west  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  tracks  to  Clinton  Street,  to  Fillmore 
Avenue,  to  Smith  Street,  to  the  Buffalo  River,  thence  easterly  along  the  Buffalo  River  to 
Cazenovia  Creek,  to  Cazenovia  Street  to  Abbott  Road.  Thence  along  Abbott  Road  and 
Potter  Road  to  the  southeasterly  boundary  of  Cazenovia  Creek,  northeasterly  along  this  boun- 
dary to  Cazenovia  Creek,  easterly  along  the  creek  to  the  city  line  to  Clinton  Street,  the  place 
of  beginning. 

TENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  566  Niagara  Street. 

Virginia  Street  from  the  river  front  to  Elmwood  Avenue,  to  West  Utica  Street,  to 
Rhode  Island  Street,  to  Front  Avenue,  to  Massachusetts  Avenue,  to  the  westerly  line  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  along  said  line  to  its  intersection  with  the  continuation  of  the  westerly 
line  of  Virginia  Street. 

ELEVENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Broadway  and  Bailey  Avenue. 

Clinton  Street  from  the  city  line  to  Bailey  Avenue,  to  the  junction  of  Dingens  Street, 
westerly  along  the  continuation  of  the  center  line  of  Dingens  Street  to  its  intersection  with 
Babcock  Street  to  William  Street,  thence  directly  north  to  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  "Y"  to 
Newton  Street,  along  the  westerly  line  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  Belt  Line  tracks  to  Sycamore 
Street,  to  Walden  Avenue  to  the  city  line  to  Clinton  Street. 

TWELFTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  1186  Genesee  Street. 

Walden  Avenue  from  the  city  line  to  Sycamore  Street,  to  Jefferson  Avenue,  to  Best 
Street,  to  Roehrer  Avenue,  to  East  Ferry  Street,  to  Humboldt  Parkway,  to  East  Delavan 
Avenue,  to  Grider  Street,  to  East  Ferry  Street,  to  Bailey  Avenue,  to  Genesee  Street,  to  city 
line  and  southerly  along  said  city  line  to  Walden  Avenue,  the  place  of  beginning. 
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THIRTEENTH  PRECINCT 


Station  House,  Austin  Street  and  Joslyn  Place. 

Elmwood  Avenue  city  line  to  the  center  ot  Scajaquada  Creek,  along  said  center  line  and 
a  continuation  thereof  to  its  intersection  with  the  westerly  line  ot  the  State  of  New  York, 
along  said  state  line  to  its  intersection  with  the  westerly  continuation  ot  the  city  line,  along 
said  city  line  to  Elmwood  Avenue. 

FOURTEENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  2895  Main  Street. 

East  Delavan  Avenue  from  Fillmore  to  Grider  Street,  to  Kensington  Avenue,  to  the 
Erie  R.  R.  tracks,  to  Amherst  Street,  to  Parkridge  Avenue,  to  Winspear  Avenue,  to  Bailey 
Avenue,  to  Main  Street,  southwest  along  Main  Street  to  Kenmore  Avenue,  to  Starin  Avenue, 
to  Amherst  Street,  to  Parkside  Avenue,  to  Agassis  Place,  to  Humboldt  Parkway,  to  Ken- 
sington Avenue,  to  Fillmore  Avenue,  to  East  Delavan  Avenue  and  the  point  of  beginning. 

FIFTEENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Whitfield  and  South  Park  Avenue. 

Commencing  at  Smith  Street  and  the  Buffalo  River,  following  the  southerly  course  of  the 
Buffalo  River  to  its  junction  with  Cazenovia  Creek,  thence  along  Cazenovia  Creek  to  Case- 
novia  Street,  south  along  Cazenovia  Street  to  Abbott  Road,  southeasterly  along  Abbott  and 
Potter  Road  to  the  southeasterly  boundary  of  Cazenovia  Park,  thence  northerly  to  Cazenovia 
Creek,  thence  easterly  to  the  city  line  and  south  along  the  city  line  to  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R. 
tracks,  thence  along  the  said  tracks  to  the  Buffalo  River,  thence  along  the  Buffalo  River  to 
Smith  Street,  the  place  of  beginning. 

SIXTEENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Bailey  and  Collingwood  Avenue. 

Commencing  at  Grider  Street  and  East  Ferry  Street,  east  to  Bailey  Avenue,  to  Genesee 
Street,  to  easterly  city  line,  northerly  along  the  city  line  and  westerly  continuation  thereof  to 
Bailey  Avenue,  to  Winspear  Avenue,  to  Parkridge  Avenue,  to  Amherst  Street,  to  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  and  Western  R.  R.  tracks,  southerly  along  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  bank  to 
Kensington  Avenue,  thence  to  Grider  Street  to  East  Ferry  Street,  the  place  of  beginning. 

SEVENTEENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Colvin  and  Linden  Avenue. 

Starin  Avenue  city  line  to  Amherst  Street,  to  Nottingham  Terrace,  to  Elmwood  Avenue, 
to  city  line,  along  the  city  line  to  Starin  Avenue,  the  point  of  beginning. 

SUB-SEVENTEENTH  PRECINCT 

Station  House,  Delaware  Park,  near  the  boat  house. 

Nottingham  Terrace  to  Amherst,  to  Parkside,  to  the  south  side  of  Delaware  Park,  to 
Delaware  Avenue,  to  Rumsey  Road,  to  Lincoln  Parkway,  south  line  of  Delaware  Park  to 
Elmwood  Avenue,  to  Nottingham  Terrace,  the  point  ot  beginning. 
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John  E  Regan,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioner,  at 
the  "Mike"  in  morning  broadcasts  over  Station 
WGR  of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Corporation. 
These  broadcasts  have  been  very  successful,  and 
have  been  the  means  of  locating  a  great  many 
persons,  uniting  families,  and  have  given  the 
Department  the  opportunity  to  give  Safety 
Talks  daily. 


Below — The  "Buffalo  Police  Act"  which  is  pre- 
sented each  Monday  evening  over  Station  WGR 
has  developed  into  one  of  the  most  popular 
features  on  the  air. 

The  original  dramatic  cast:  Seated,  left  to  right. 
Herbert  Rice,  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
Commissioner  Austin  J.  Roche,  John  E.  Regan, 
Clerk  to  Commissioner:  standing,  Detective  Ser- 
geanta  Simon  J.  Calhnan  and  Daniel  W.  Shan- 
ahan,  and  Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Schultz. 


Radio 


The  Buffalo  Police  Department  broadcasts  daily  at  eleven  A.  M.,  over  station  W.  G.  R. 
of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Corporation.  Following  are  some  ot  the  interesting  sidelights  oi 
results  obtained  from  these  broadcasts: 

A  man  thirty-three  years  old  dropped  into  the  Commissioner's  office  one  day  with  a  request  to  locate 
his  father,  who,  in  L898  had  placed  him  in  an  orphan  asylum  in  Buffalo.  The  request  was  broadcast  the 
next  morning.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  broadcast  a  woman  called  on  the  telephone  from  a  Canadian  city, 
and  stated  that  the  man  who  was  looking  for  his  father  was  her  brother,  whom  she  had  not  seen  or  heard 
of  since  he  was  placed  in  the  orphan  asylum,  and  that  she  knew  where  her  father  was.  The  man  was 
notified  and  went  to  the  Canadian  city,  where,  to  his  great  delight,  he  met  his  father  and  his  sister  whose 
existance  he  did  not  know  about  until  she  answered  his  request  for  information  about  his  father. 

One  day  a  telephone  typewriter  message  was  received  from  a  city  in  Pennsylvania,  via  the  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  State  telephone  typewriter  systems,  requesting  that  a  man  driving  an  automobile,  the  number 
of  which  was  given,  and  who  was  on  his  way  to  Canada,  be  located  and  notified  that  his  father-in-law  had 
died  suddenly.  The  message  was  broadcast  with  our  regular  program.  Shortly  afterwards  a  man  who 
operates  a  gasoline  service  station  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Buffalo  called  on  the  telephone,  and  stated  that 
the  man,  driving  a  Pennsylvania  car,  whom  we  wanted  to  locate,  had  just  pulled  up  to  his  gas  station 
The  man  we  wanted  to  locate  came  to  the  telephone  and  was  given  the  sad  message. 

An  old  woman  75  years  old,  living  in  the  Adirondack  Mountain  section  of  New  York  State  wrote 
in  to  find  her  son,  from  whom  she  had  not  heard  since  1912.  Her  message  was  put  on  the  air.  Inside  of 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  message  was  broadcast,  a  man  called  on  the  telephone  and  advised  that  the  woman's 
son  was  living  in  a  town  thirty-two  miles  from  Buffalo.  The  information  was  turned  over  to  the  State 
Police  in  the  Buffalo  District;  they  checked  on  the  information  given  by  our  telephone  informant  and 
located  the  missing  man.  He  was  overjoyed  at  finding  his  mother  whose  whereabouts  was  unknown  to 
him.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  mother  was  overjoyed  when  she  received  the  news  that  her  son  had  been 
located. 

A  request  was  received  from  an  official  of  one  of  the  State  institutions  of  Massachusetts  to  locate  the 
son  of  a  man  who  was  in  one  of  the  state  institutions.  The  day  after  the  request  was  broadcast,  the  man  we 
were  looking  for  walked  into  the  Commissioner's  office.  He  had  been  a  Soldier  of  Fortune  and  had  been 
in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.  He  stated  that  thirty-two  years  ago,  when  he  was  serving  in  the  Army 
in  the  Phillipines,  he  received  a  letter  containing  the  information  that  his  father  had  died.  You  can  realize 
his  amazement  when  he  learned  that  his  father  was  very  much  alive. 

A  young  married  woman  living  in  a  Michigan  city  wrote  in,  asking  that  her  father  be  located.  All  the 
information  that  she  was  able  to  give  was  her  father's  name,  which,  by  the  way,  was  spelled  wrong,  and  th.it 
her  parents  separated  about  the  time  she  was  born.  Her  message  was  broadcast,  and  the  following  day  the 
young  woman's  father  came  in.  He  was  delighted  to  know  that  his  daughter,  whom  he  had  not  heard 
about  since  she  was  an  infant,  was  alive  and  well. 

We  could  go  on  indefinitely  citing  such  instances  as  those  above  mentioned,  but  we  have  not  the  space 

Countless  local  missing  persons  have  been  located,  lost  property  to  the  value  ot  thousands  ot  dollars 
has  been  restored  to  the  owners.  Automobiles  have  been  located  and  hundreds  ot  missing  pct^  have  been 
restored  to  their  owners. 

In  these  daily  broadcasts  over  Station  WGR  we  conduct  a  perpetual  Safety  Campaign  program;  give 
instructions  in  the  various  traffic  laws  and  regulations. 
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TABLl:  II 

Changes  in  Authorized  and  Actual  Strength  of  Police  Department 


RANKS   AND  (iKADKS 


Commissioner  of  Police   

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Police   

Inspectors   

Chief  of  Detectives   

Assistant  Chief  of  Detectives   

Captains   

Chief  Desk  Lieutenant   

Assistant  Chief  Desk  Lieutenant   

Property  and  Chief  Clerk   

Surgeon   

Assistant  Surgeon   

Superintendent  Motor  Power  and  Supplies 

Assistant  Chief  Rertillon  System  ....  

Chief  of  Traffic   

Lieutenants   

Chief  Park  Patrolman   

Desk  Lieutenants   

Detective  Sergeants   

Detectives   

Patrolmen   

Policewomen   

Matrons   


CIVILIANS 

Clerk  to  Commissioner   

Stenographer   

Chief  Bertillon  System   

Chief  of  Police  Signal  System   

Assistant  Chief  of  Police  Signal  System 

Switchboardman   

Cable  Splicer   

Cable  Splicer  Helper   

Instrument  Man   

Assistant  Instrument  Repairer   

Batteryman.   

Linemen   

Mechanic's  Assistants   

Mechanic's  Helpers   

Assistant  Marine  Engineer   

Photographer   

Janitors   

Janitresses   

Woodworking  Machinist   

Porter   

Laborers   

Watchman   

Clerks  l!  

Bookkeeper  


Totals 


Authorized  Strength 


Actual  Strength 


Jan.  1 

2 

Dec.  31 

3 

Jan.  1 
4 

Dec.  31 

5 

Net  ( Sftin 
or  I 

\  i    «*  / 
6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

—i 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

25 

25 

25 

24 

—l 

1 

1 

0 

+  i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

} 

1 

0 

1 

0 

—l 

70 

70 

70 

70 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7!) 

7!> 

79 

79 

44 

44 

36 

33 

—3 

75 

75 

69 

72 

+  3 

853 

853 

843 

853 

+  10 

5 

4 

5 

4 

—1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

15 

14 

14 

10 

9 

7 

7 

14 

14 

14 

14 

i 
i 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

16 

1G 

15 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

39 

39 

36 

39 

+  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12!)1 

1287 

1258 

1268 

+  10 

TABLE  II  A 

Changes  in  Police  Personnel  During  Year  19:11 


L.    Present  for  Duty,  January  1,  1931   114!* 

2.  Recruited  during  the  Year   4!i 

3.  Reinstated  during  the  Year   1 

Total   1199 

4.  Separations  from  the  Service  

a.  Voluntary  Resignations   _  r   2 

b.  Retirement  on  Pension    26 

c.  Resigned  with  Charges  Pending   0 

d.  Dropped  during  Probation   1 

e.  Dismissed  for  Cause    8 

f.  Killed  in  Line  of  Duty   -   1 

g.  Deceased    5 

5.  Total  number  of  Separations  during  the  Year   43 

(i.    Present  for  Duty,  December  31,  1931    1156 


TABLE  II-B 
Daily  Average  Strength  of  Patrol  Force 


488 


1.  Total  number  of  patrolmen    853 

2.  Less  permanent  assignments   (Public,  Clerical,  Chauffeurs,  etc.)    146 

  707 

3.  Less  details  to  special  squads  (Traffic,  Patrol  Boat,  Radio,  Vice,  etc.)    21!) 

4.  Average  daily  absentees  of  patrolmen  assigned  to  patrol  duty,  owing  to: 

a.  Vacations,  suspensions,  etc                                                          (31,707  days)  87 

b.  Sick  and  injured                                                                         (10,001  days)  27 

c.  Temporary  details                                                                         (as  shown)  67 

d.  Regular  patrol  force  relieving  men  on  permanent  details    7 

Total    188 

5.  Available  for  Actual  Patrol  Duty    300 

Population  of  the  City  of  Buffalo   573,076 
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Surgeon's  Report 


The  Surgeon's  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1931,  i^  hereby  submitted. 

During  the  year  six  members  in  active  service  died.  All  were  from  natural  causes,  with 
the  exception  of  Lieutenant  George  T.  Miller,  who  died  from  injuries  received  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident,  while  on  duty.  Twentysix  members  of  the  department,  eligible  for  pension 
were  superannuated. 

A  total  ot  6,789  days  were  lost  by  members  and  employees  under  the  cue  of  the 
Surgeon,  and  living  in  the  district  north  of  Genesee  Street;  1873  visits  were  made. 

The  members  and  employees  under  the  combined  care  ot  the  Surgeon  and  the  Assistant 
Surgeon  lost  a  total  of  13,188  days,  due  to  illness  and  injury,  or  an  average  of  10.3  days  per 
person.   A  total  ot  3585  calls  were  made. 

At  the  close  ot  the  year  the  numerical  strength  ot  the  Force  was  1156  members.  The 
total  time  lost  was  12,601  days  or  9.9  days  per  man.  Patrolmen  lost  11.7  days  per  man; 
other  officers  8.5  days  per  man;  civilians  4.9  days  per  man. 

Other  services  rendered  incident  to  the  position  included  treatment  ot  members  not 
actually  on  sick  leave,  attendance  on  persons  confined  in  station  houses,  examination  of  recruits 
and  members  applying  for  superannuation,  giving  advice  in  cases  ot  arrest  having  a  medical 
aspect,  inspection  of  station  houses,  the  keeping  of  records  and  other  necessary  clerical  work. 


TABLE  III 

1.  Number  of  times  patrolmen  reported  sick  or  disabled  783 
Number  of  times  officers  other  than  patrolmen  reported  sick  or  disabled    213 

2.  Number  of  professional  calls    3,585 

3.  Number  of  days  lost  by  sick  leave   ^L^10''™!!!1  ~. 

'Other  officers    2,306 

.XT,        r,       ,    .  v    . .  .    .  I  Patrolmen    1*419 

4.  Number  of  days  lost  by  injuries  _  ,        _  '  . 

1  Other  officers    294 

5.  Number  of  days  lost  by  civilian   employees  because  of  sickness  or  injury    587 

6.  Number  of  officers  killed  in  line  of  duty    1 

7.  Number  of  officers  died  (active)    5 

Excerpt  from  the  City  Charter  with  reference  to  disability  of  members  of  the  police 
department: 

ARTICLE  12,  SEC.  238,  DISABILITY.  The  Commissioner  shall  grant  to  each  member 
of  the  department,  when  disabled  by  sickness,  full  pay  for  the  time  the  disability  exists;  not, 
however,  to  exceed  a  period  of  six  months,  and  if  a  member  ot  the  department  becomes 
disabled  while  in  the  performance  of  duty,  full  pay  until  he  shall  be  able  to  resume  his  duty, 
for  no  longer  period,  however,  than  one  year. 

EDWIN  A.  BOWERMAN, 

Surgeon. 
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The  Pistol  Range 


The  pistol  range  instructor's  report  is  as  follows: 


Numl>er  of  times  members  reported  at  range  for  practice  shooting   12,344 

Number  making  expert  score      2,094 

Number  making  sharp  shooter  score    4,101 

Number  making  marksman  score    4,2X7 

Number  scoring  less  than  25  '-     1,882 


The  form  of  practice  is  slow  fire,  rapid  fire,  shooting  in  the  dark  and  at  moving  targets. 
Approximately  104,000  rounds  of  ammunition  was  used  in  practice  at  the  range.  A  marked 
improvement  has  been  noticed  since  the  men  began  using  their  own  revolvers,  the  practice  of 
using  a  target  pistol  being  discontinued. 

Two  teams  comprising  eight  men  were  sent  to  Camp  Perry  in  August,  and  represented 
the  department  in  the  national  meet,  and  finished  twelfth  and  thirteenth,  respectively. 

The  Thompson  machine  gun  and  fifty  rifles  purchased  for  the  drill  team  were  overhauled 
and  cleaned  by  our  experts  at  the  range.  Improvements  consisted  of  a  new  lighting 
arrangement.    Experiments  with  two  new  electric  targets  are  going  on. 


Training  School 

This  department  has  a  training  school  where  recruits  and  other  members  are  taught 
certain  prescribed  subjects.  The  school  was  opened  on  March  4,  1930,  after  a  period  of 
inactivity  since  1919,  and  has  now  completed  its  second  year. 

All  recruits  are  given  thirty  days  training  in  the  school  before  taking  up  the  active  duties 
of  a  patrolman.  A  course  of  instruction  was  given  to  the  lieutenants,  and  a  series  of  lectures 
on  laws  and  ordinances  was  attended  by  the  captains.  The  older  patrolmen  are  being  brought 
into  the  school  in  classes,  and  eventually  all  members  will  have  been  reached. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  classes  have  received  the  benefit  of  lectures  given  by 
professional  men  and  others  with  scientific  training.  The  topics  selected  proved  very 
interesting  and  close  attention  was  given  to  the  speakers. 

The  school  is  open  every  week  during  the  entire  year.  It  is  a  zone  school  under  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  Mayor's  Conference  of  this  State  and  gives  an  opportunity  to  officers  from 
nearby  communities  to  attend  the  classes  if  they  desire  to  do  so.  During  the  past  year, 
officers  from  Batavia,  Tonawanda,  North  Tonawanda,  Kenmorc  and  West  Seneca  attended 
the  school. 


Traffic  —  Mounted  Division 

During  the  year  22,792  white  tags  were  placed  on  automobiles  ,  violating  the  parking 
restrictions.    This  resulted  in  the  serving  of  793  summonses,  with  fines  totalling  $2,950.00. 

Four  automobiles  were  recovered  by  the  mounted  squad,  while  this  branch  made  eighty- 
four  summary  arrests. 

A  total  of  355  automobiles  were  impounded  by  this  squad  during  the  year. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  horses  and  mounted  barn  was  $3,568.87. 
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Radio  Communication 


The  police  radio  station  "WMJ"  located  in  the  Seneca  Vocational  School,  666  East 
Delavan  Avenue,  now  operates  continuously  during  the  twenty-tour  hours  ot  the  day.  Ten 
scout  cars  and  twenty  cruisers  have  been  added  to  the  fleet,  during  the  year.  The  department 
now  has  in  service  twenty-six  scout  cars  (Ford  roadsters),  and  twenty  cruisers  of  various 
makes,  all  of  which  are  equipped  with  radio  receivers,  bullet  proof  windshields,  and  carry  a 
supply  of  tear  gas  bombs,  shot  guns  and  other  emergency  equipment. 

A  number  of  towns  and  villages  in  proximity  to  Buffalo  have  equipped  their  police  cars 
with  radio  receivers  and  pick  up  our  broadcast  and  are  proving  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the 
service.  Our  dispatcher  being  in  touch  with  these  cars  broadcasts  any  messages  which  then- 
respective  departments  have  for  them,  without  charge.  Thus  establishing  a  spirit  of 
cooperation  between  the  various  departments. 

The  following  report  shows  the  work  accomplished  by  this  division  during  the  past  year: 

Number  of  local  messages  broadcast    27,638 

Number  of  messages  broadcast  for  other  police  departments    2,531 

Number  of  investigations  made    13,798 

Number  of  arrests  accomplished  on  radio  flashes    1,979 

Number  of  automobiles  recovered  (with  thieves)    47 

Number  of  automobiles  found  abandoned    357 

Number  of  automobiles  picked  up  (wanted  for  investigation)    471 

Number  of  automobile  thieves  arrested    67 

Number  of  arrests  for  other  felonies   195 

Number  of  arrests  for  misdemeanors    857 

Total  arrests  (those  made  on  radio  flashes  not  included)    1,119 

Number  of  summons  served   1,045 

Other  duties  performed  by  radio  crews  were  giving  first  aid  at  the  scene  of  accidents, 
fires,  etc. 


Gambling  and  Vice 


The  vice  and  gambling  squads  in  a  summary  of 
submit  the  following  report: 

GAMBLING 


their  activities  during  the  past  year 


First  Squad 

Handbooks   

Policy  and  Lottery 

Slot  Machines   

Card  Games   

Chuck  Wheels   


Total 


No.  of  places  raided 
141 
88 
5 
3 

1  seized 
238 


Convictions 
123 
74 
5 
3 
1 


Discharged 
2 
1 


20(5 


Tending 
16 
13 

9  slot 
machines 
destroyed 

29 


Total  Number  arrested    284 

Total  Number  fined    231 

Total  Number  sentence  suspended    IT 

Total  Number  discharged    3 

Total  Number  sentenced  to  penitentiary    4 

Total  Number  cases  pending    29 

Amount  of  fines  collected  for  gambling  offenses    $7,935.00 

Miscellaneous  fines  collected    933.00 


Total    $8,868.00 


Number  of  raids   

Number  of  persons  arrested   

Number  of  persons  convicted   

Number  of  persons  discharged  ... 

Number  of  indictments  dismissed 

Number  of  cases  pending   


V  I  (  F 


1st 


squad 

78 
1 1 1 

37 

21 

1 1 
9 


2nd  squad 


297 
162 
130 


5 


Raids  were  conducted  in  the  following  precincts:  By  Squad  No.  1 — Gambling. 
Precinct    1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9      10  11 


12 


13      14      15  16 


No.  of  raids   47      28      53  25 


6  15 


23 


13 
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Policewomen 


The  following  duties  were  performed  by  the  policewomen  during  the  year: 

A  rrests : 

Local  missing  females  located                             450           Felonies  55 

Out-of-town  missing  females  located                       50            Misdemeanors    477 

Interviews  and  social  adjustments                        200           Ungovernable  children    LOO 

Letters  investigated                                             125           Wayward  minors    50 

Miscellaneous  duties*    2000 

*Includes  special  details,  transporting  female  prisoners,  visits  to  dance  halls,  cabarets, 
theatres,  boat  landings  and  other  places  ot  amusements. 


Detective  Bureau 

This  city  had  a  remarkable  low  homicide  record  tor  the  year  1931,  having  but  10  actual 
cases  of  this  nature  during  the  year.  A  decided  decrease  is  also  noted  in  robbery 
and  automobile  theft.  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  arrests  made  by  members  of  the 
bureau  and  the  number  of  convictions  as  charged  or  tor  lesser  offense: 


Murder 

Robbery 

liurglary 

S.  1897 
P.  L. 

Other 
Felonies 

Misde- 
meanor.- 

I'.  S. 

Cases 

Total 

Number   

4 

18 

30 

34 

315 

753 

13 

1167 

Convicted   

2 

2 

1!) 

2!) 

211 

523 

13 

79!) 

Arrests  for  other 
jurisdictions   

2 

3 

5 

54 

21 

85 

Property  recovered  stolen  locally    $20,026.45 

Property  recovered  stolen  in  outside  jurisdictions   10,861.50 


Arson  and  Narcotic  Squad 

ARSON — During  the  year  3,199  alarms  were  sounded.  Ot  this  number  458  proved  to 
be  false  alarms.  The  estimated  fire  loss  was  $8,281,190.52  which  tigures  include  the  seven 
million  dollar  106th  Field  Artillery  Armory  fire.  This  building  was  state  property  and 
carried  no  insurance. 

The  tire  department  reported  30  suspected  arson  cases  to  this  squad.  Investigation 
disclosed  no  evidence  in  16  cases.  Arrests  were  made  in  12  cases  with  investigations  in  2 
cases  not  completed.  A  total  of  56  investigations  of  this  nature  were  made,  and  24  persons 
were  booked  on  a  charge  of  arson.  Of  this  number  2  were  convicted,  14  discharged  and 
8  are  pending. 

NARCOTICS — 27  investigations  were  made,  21  persons  were  arrested  for  violation  of 
the  narcotic  laws.  Of  this  number  8  convictions  were  obtained,  4  discharged  and  9  are 
pending. 

The  squad  made  19  other  investigations  and  made  52  arrests  for  other  felonies  resulting 
in  25  convictions,  10  discharged  and  17  pending.  48  arrests  were  made  for  misdemeanors, 
12  convictions,  33  discharged  and  3  pending.  Members  of  this  squad  were  instrumental  in 
proving  the  innocence  of  John  Martin,  who  had  been  arrested  and  convicted  of  robbery.  He 
was  exonerated  and  discharged  from  custody. 
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TABLE  IV 


Number  and  Disposition  of  Major  Offenses  Known  to  the  Police 

Shows  Major  Offenses  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  police  department  from  whatever 
source  during  the  current  year;  whether  by  means  of  citizens'  complaints,  reports  by  police 
officers  or  otherwise.  It  one  is  arrested  who  has  committed  ten  burglaries,  this  would  repre- 
sent that  number  of  burglaries  cleared  by  arrest.  In  the  "unfounded"  column  are  cases  which 
investigation  proved  to  be  groundless.  In  the  "not  cleared"  column  arc  listed  cases  in  which 
no  arrests  were  made. 


UNlrOKM  tLAisalr JtA  1  IUN  Or 
OFFENSES 

(Part  1  Classes) 

1 

Offenses 
Reported 

or  Known 
to  police 

(Cur.  Yr. ) 

2 

Un- 
founded 

3 

Number 
of  Actual 
Offenses 

4 

Cleared 

by 
Arrest 

5 

Not 
( ']ca re<  1 

by 
A  rrest 

6 

Reported 

Not 
Cleared 
Other 
Years: 
(  lea  red 

by  Arrest 

7 

1.    Felonious  Homicide: 

a.    Murder  and  Non-negligent  Man- 

slaughter   

17 

7 

in 

7 

3 

1 

b.    Manslaughter  by  Negligence 

25 

0 

25 

22 

3 

0 

2.  Rape   

44 

0 

44 

43 

1 

0 

3.  Robbery   

2I)K 

18 

190 

1 1 1 

79 

25 

4.    Aggravated  Assault: 

1st  and  2nd  degree  assault 

439 

2 

437 

415 

22 

11 

5.  Burglary: 

Breaking  and  entering  dwelling 

277 

12 

265 

160 

105 

13 

Breaking  and  entering  non-residence 

place   

605 

8 

597 

374 

223 

34 

6.    Larceny — Theft  (except  autos): 

a.    $50  and  over  in  value   

272 

l) 

272 

167 

105 

17 

b.    Under  $50  in  value   

1363 

0 

1363 

889 

474 

37 

7.    Automobile  Theft   

1369 

233 

1136 

275 

861 

2 

Total   

4619 

280 

4339 

2463 

1876 

140 

TABLE  IV-A 


Distribution  of  Certain  Offenses  by  Month 


OFFENSE  CLASS 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

< 

May 

June 

July 

bb 

3 
< 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

1- 

1. 

Robbery   

21 

23 

16 

15 

11 

7 

12 

24 

12 

13 

15 

21 

2. 

Aggravated  Assault 

31 

18 

42 

27 

44 

48 

42 

46 

38 

39 

46 

16 

3. 

Burglary — Breaking  or 

Entering   

57 

45 

58 

79 

75 

62 

107 

68 

70 

68 

85 

88 

4. 

Larceny — Theft : 

a.  $50  and  over  in  value 

19 

20 

22 

28 

17 

27 

25 

20 

23 

21 

26 

24 

b.    Under  $50  in  value 

63 

85 

101 

107 

133 

132 

131 

119 

100 

142 

111 

139 

5. 

Auto  Theft   

77 

61 

L06 

104 

1  Id 

101 

1  14 

74 

82 

96 

122 

89 

6. 

Disorderly  Conduct  and 

Vagrancy   

429 

377  ' 

472 

596 

568 

685 

667 

885 

593 

504 

479 

418 

7. 

Drunkenness   

833 

728 

877 

1004 

1007 

1013 

884 

1 133 

1019 

967 

840 

809 

Total   

1530 

1357 

1694 

1960 

1965 

2075 

1982 

2369 

1937 

1850 

1724 

1604 

29 
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DWELLINGS 


BUSINESS  PLACES 


1928 


600_ 

S00_ 

400_ 

30Q_ 

200_ 

100. 
80_ 
60. 
40. 
20. 


1929 


\ 
S 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

N 
N 
S 
S 


Hi 


1930 


1931 


\ 

\ 

s 
\ 
\ 

s 

s 

s 

s 
s 

s 


0 

\ 
\ 
s 

\ 
\ 

s 

\ 

\ 


s 

\ 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
N 
\ 
s 
s 
s 


1 

928  . 

L929 

600_ 

500_ 

400 

f; 

300 

X 

S 

200 

\ 

X 

100  

\ 
s 

s 

80_ 

\ 

60_ 

s 

40_ 

20_ 

0 

fin 

1930 


1931 


s 

^1 

s 

N 

s 

s 

N 

s 

s 

N 

S 

S 

S 

s 

// 

s 

s 
s 

s 
s 
s 

N 
N 

s 

T7 

s 
s 

1 

///A 

Cases 


Cleared 


Cleared  from  other  years 


30 


ROBBERIES 

lly  Years 


3] 


TABLE  1V-B 


Distribution  of  Certain  Offenses  by  Hour  of  Day 


-2 

o 

o 

Q 

o 

-2 

c 

o 

© 

c 

*-> 

o 

c 

OFFENSE  CLASS 

o 

~  r-. 

«->  • 

a 

1 
o 

~-< 

<< 

.  <! 
«< 

Cm 

CuCU 

c 

■S 

O  00 

S  "M 

N 

-  ?i 

•->  CI 

c-\  «* 

x  S 

i—l  r-< 

0-1 

c-i  <d< 

!4>  00 

00  S 

H  i— ' 

p 

1. 

Robbery 

20 

17 

14 

10 

9 

4 

8 

5 

5 

17 

35 

45 

1 

2.' 

Aggra vated  Assault 

46 

33 

15 

12 

29 

L6 

26 

38 

45 

42 

60 

60 

15 

3. 

Burglary — Breaking  or 

Entering   

1  .)  1 

1  T 
1  1 

fT 
1 

1  1 

i  .i 

.50 

bU 

Off 

07 

77 

81> 

4. 

Larceny — Theft: 

a.  $50  and  over  in  value 

III 

1 1 

3 

4 

8 

18 

18 

20 

20 

18 

31 

33 

78 

b.  Under  $50  in  value   

49 

44 

23 

26 

74 

103 

138 

196 

192 

1 16 

99 

84 

21!. 

5. 

Auto  Theft   

1  12 

61 

41 

72 

63 

54 

41 

70 

99 

1  12 

173 

210 

28 

6. 

Disorderly  Conduct   

1381 

702 

344 

139 

277 

347 

280 

058 

567 

342 

630 

L006 

7. 

Drunkenness   

2290 

1274 

456 

185 

293 

487 

536 

1019 

1044 

715 

1213 

1602 

Total  - 

4059 

2339 

IU2II 

465 

753 

1036 

1061 

2025 

2(102 

1412 

2328 

3117 

430 

TABLE  V 


Persons  Charged  b>  the  Police 


UNIFORM  CLASSIFICATION 
OF  OFFENSES 


1 


Released 
by  Police 

( No  Formal 
Charge  or 
Prosecution. ) 

2 


Persons  Charged  by  the  Police 
(Resulting  in  Prosecution.) 


Total 
Persons 
( "barged 


Arrested  Summonsed, 
(Taken  into  Notified 
Custody) 


PART  I  CLASSES 
Felonious  Homicide: 

a.  Murder  and  Non-Negligent  Manslaughter 

b.  Manslaughter  by  Neligence   

Rape   

Robbery   

Aggravated  Assault   

Burglary — Breaking  or  Entering   

Larceny — Theft   

Auto  Theft   


14 

26 
(in 
138 
493 
564 
1753 
231 


14 

26 
60 
138 
493 
564 
1753 
231 


Total  Part  I  Classes 


3279 


3279 


8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


PART  II  CLASSES 

Other  Assaults   

Forgery   and  Counterfeiting  

Embezzlement  and  Fraud   

Weapons,  Carrying,  Possessing,  etc. 

Sex  Offenses   

Offenses  Against  Family  and  Children 

Drug  Laws   

Driving  While  Intoxicated   

Liquor  Laws   

Drunkenness   

Disorderly  Conduct  and  Vagrancy   

Gambling   

Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Laws   

All  Other  Offenses   


1253 
64 
115 
228 
383 

1200 

326 
1 

11114 

6673 
932 
17780 
4898 


1253 
64 
115 
228 
383 
1206 
7 

326 
1 

11114 

6673 
932 
1088 
4898 


Total  Part  II  Classes 


44980 


28288 


16692 


GRAND  TOTAL 


48259 


31567 


16692 


741  arrests  were  made  for  other  jurisdictions,  not  included  in  above  figures. 
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TABLE  V-B 


Comparative  Kates  for  Offenses  Known  to  the  Police.  Per  Cent  Cleared  b> 

Arrest.  and  I'er  Cent  Found  (iuilty 


Uniform  Classification 
of  Offenses 
(Part  I  Classes) 


Number  of  Offenses 
Known  to  the  Police 
Per  100,000  Population 


Per  Cent  of  Offenses 
Cleared  by  Arrest 


Per  Cent  of  Persons 
Charged  Found  (Iuilty 


1 5*31 

1930 

1929 

1928 

L931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1. 

Felonious  Homicide: 

a.  Murder  and 

Non-Negligent 

Manslaughter   

1.7 

2.9 

2.9 

3.9 

70 

82 

76 

59 

43 

67 

76 

60 

b.  Manslaughter  by 

Negligence   

4.3 

11.5 

4.0 

2.6 

88 

98 

100 

60 

3 

3 

4 

2. 

Rape   

7.6 

9.4 

7.1 

8.3 

98 

96 

98 

87 

38 

30 

36 

52 

3. 

Robbery   

33.1 

49.5 

57.3 

43.2 

58 

80 

42 

46 

51 

58 

51 

56 

4. 

Aggravated  Assault 

7C.2 

87.5 

67.1 

80.0 

95 

96 

90 

78 

55 

66 

52 

62 

5. 

Burglary — Breaking  or 

Entering   

150.4 

137.6 

135.8 

154.9 

62 

63 

51 

56 

65 

52 

70 

73 

6. 

Larceny — Theft   

285.0 

313.0 

184.1 

247.2 

65 

64 

60 

68 

54 

60 

59 

61 

7. 

Auto  Theft   

198.2 

256.1 

308.1 

416.5 

24 

31 

15 

17 

54 

57 

68 

87 

TABLE  V-C 

Persons  Charged  b>  Police  for  Violations  of  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Laws. 


NATURE  OF  VIOLATION 


Released 
by  Police 
( No  Formal 
Charge  or 
Prosecution ) 


Persons  Charged  by  Police 


Total 
Persons 
Charged 


Arrested 


Summonsed, 
Notified, 
or  Cited. 


1.  Speeding   

2.  Reckless  Driving   

3.  Illegal  Parking   

4.  Improper  or  Defective  Lights  or  Brakes   

5.  Non-observance  of  Signal  Light  or  Traffic  Sign 

6.  Improper  Registration  or  License   

7.  Violations  by  Pedestrians   


8.    All  other  Violations 


Total 


2338 
488 

6944 
498 

5209 
931 

1372 
17780 


37 
296 
11 
7 

37 
498 


202 


1088 


2301 
192 

6933 
491 

5172 
433 

1170 
16692 
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NUMBER  OF  AUTOMOBILES  STOLEN  AND  RECOVERED 


Hv  Years 
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TABLE  IX 


Value  of  Property  Lost  or  Stolen  and  Recovered  bv  Police  Department. 
(Automobiles  Not  Included) 


Total  Value       Total  Value 
1  2  3 


Property  Reported  Lost  or  Stolen    $132,891.66 

a.  Recovered  by  Pawn  Shop  Squad    $  6,518.50 

b.  Recovered  by  Other  Police  Units    50,554.90 


Total  Property  Recovered    $  57,078.40 

Property  Recovered  for  Other  Jurisdictions  by  Pawn  Shop  Squad    >  1,860.0(1 

Property  Recovered  for  Other  Jurisdictions  by  Other  Police  Units    10,449.50 

Total   $  12,309.50 


TABLE  X 


Miscellaneous  Services  Rendered  by  the  Police  Department 


1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1. 

Doors  found  and  reported  open   

4,238 

3,324 

3,022 

2,584 

2. 

Persons  reported  as  missing   

1,116 

1,011 

713 

925 

3. 

Missing  persons  found   

1,068 

968 

737 

888 

4. 

Fires  discovered   

61 

70 

242 

683 

5. 

Lamp  outages  reported   

39,110 

39,985 

39,616 

28,142 

6. 

Non-criminal  complaints  investigated   

23,199 

23,670 

18,745 

38,827 

7. 

Non-vehicular  accidents   

231 

225 

229 

249 

8. 

Apprehensions  for  other  jurisdictions   

741 

581 

302 

391 

9. 

Lunacy  cases  handled   

127 

110 

123 

132 

10. 

Suicide  cases  investigated   

84 

82 

82 

59 

11. 

Sudden  deaths  investigated   

169 

154 

184 

130 

12. 

Lost  children  found  by  police   

443 

348 

13. 

Wagon  service: 

a.    Number  of  runs  for  prisoners   

6,840 

5,043 

5,768 

7,391 

b.    Number  of  runs  for  sick  and  injured   

791 

747 

432 

547 

c.    Number  of  fires  attended   

1,470 

d.    Other  runs   

8,108 

4,859 

8,193 

10,468 

TABLE  X-A 

Criminal  Identification 


1930  1931 

Identification  of  Criminals  Arrested  Locally                                                                             140  200 

Identification  of  Criminals  Arrested  Elsewhere                                                                        243  208 

Scenes  of  Crimes  Photographed                                                                                            31  38 

Latent  Prints  Obtained  and  Photographed                                                                             53  61 


1930 

PHOTOGRAPH  FILE: 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1929    27,075 

Made  and  filed  during  1930   2,343 

Received  from   Other  Authorities 

and  Filed    1,100 

Number  on  file  December  31,  1930   30,518 


1931 

PHOTOGRAPH  FILE: 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1930    30,518 

Made  and  Filed  during  1931    2,097 

Received   from    Other  Authorities 

and  Filed    1,473 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1931    34,088 


FINGER-PRINT  FILE: 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1929    28,842 

Taken  and  Filed  during  1930    3,466 

Received   from   Other  Authorities 

and  Filed    1,561 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1930    33,869 

PHOTOGRAPHS  SENT  TO 

Bureau  of  Investigation,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Justice  2,343 

State  Bureau  of  Identification    2,343 

Other  Cities  and  States    522 


FINGER-PRINT  FILE: 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1930    33,869 

Made  and  Filed  during  1931    4,087 

Received   from   Other  Authorities 

and  Filed    1,583 

Number  on  File  December  31,  1931    39,539 

PHOTOGRAPHS  SENT  TO 

Bureau  of  Investigation,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Justice  2,212 

State  Bureau  of  Identification    2,212 

Other  Cities  and  States    700 


FINGER-PRINTS  SENT  TO 

Bureau  of  Investigation,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Justice  3,229 

State  Bureau  of  Identification    3,229 

Other  Cities  and  States    650 


FINGER-PRINTS  SENT  TO 

Bureau  of  Investigation,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Justice  3,139 

State  Bureau  of  Identification    3,139 

Other  Cities  and  States    850 
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Homicides 


FIRST  PRECINCT 

During  a  fight  among  members  of  Italian  families  occupying  the  tenement  at  154  Dante 
Place  about  6:30  P.  M.  February  17,  1931,  Anthony  Lachina,  age  37  was  shot  and  killed, 
and  Sam  Cala,  age  22,  was  shot  and  died  early  the  next  morning  from  his  injuries.  The 
shooting  was  the  outcome  of  a  quarrel  between  the  women  ol  the  two  families  over  differences 
with  the  children. 

Leonard  Zarbo,  age  44,  of  144  Dante  Place,  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  Murder  first 
degree,  and  Anthony  Cala,  age  18,  a  younger  brother  of  Sam,  was  held  for  violation  of  Section 
1897  Penal  Law.  After  a  Grand  Jury  investigation  the  charge  against  Zarbo  was  dismissed 
because  of  insufficient  evidence.  On  March  6th  Anthony  Cala  was  sentenced  to  the  Eric 
County  Penitentiary  for  one  year,  sentence  suspended  during  good  behavior  and  placed  on 
probation. 

About  5  o'clock  A.  M.  April  12,  1931,  George  Adams,  age  55,  room  312,  Niagara 
Hotel,  50  Niagara  Street,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed,  by  Deputy  Commissioner  William  R. 
Connolly,  and  Detectives  John  J.  Crotty  and  William  Murphy.  The  officers  were  investi- 
gating another  case  and  went  there  to  interview  Adams.  Death  was  found  to  have  been 
due  to  a  fractured  skull  caused  by  an  assault  with  some  blunt  instrument.  Later  the  same 
day  Anthony  Trapeni,  age  20,  of  527  Rhode  Island  Street,  and  Claude  Crandall,  age  20,  of 
266  Adams  Street,  were  arrested  and  charged  with  Murder  first  degree,  both  being  indicted 
for  that  offense.  A  plea  of  guilty  to  Manslaughter  second  degree  was  accepted  from  Crandall 
and  on  May  22nd  Judge  Rowe  sentenced  him  to  Auburn  Prison  for  fifteen  years  as  a  second 
offender.  Trapeni  pled  guilty  to  Manslaughter  first  degree  and  on  May  22nd  he  was 
sentenced  to  Auburn  Prison  for  a  term  of  ten  to  twenty  years  by  Judge  Rowe. 

Joseph  Ecolino,  age  35,  of  198  Trenton  Avenue,  was  shot  and  killed  by  Sam  LaGreca, 
age  37,  of  196  Trenton  Avenue,  about  10.40  P.  M.  April  26,  1931.  The  two  men  quarreled 
on  the  street  in  front  of  208  Trenton  Avenue  ,and  settled  their  differences  by  shooting  it  out. 
LaGreca  was  shot  on  the  right  side  of  the  chin  and  under  the  left  arm,  but  recovered  from 
his  wounds.  After  his  release  from  the  Columbus  Hospital  a  charge  of  Murder  first  degree 
was  placed  against  LaGreca.  After  considering  the  case  the  Grand  Jury  returned  a  no  bill  and 
the  charge  against  him  was  dismissed. 

THIRD  PRECINCT 

During  a  drunken  brawl  at  49  West  Avenue  about  5:10  A.  M.  September  5,  1931, 
Allen  Morgan,  age  24,  a  roomer  at  that  address  was  stabbed  in  the  lower  abdomen  with  a 
pocket  knife  and  died  shortly  after.  William  B.  Crawford,  age  34,  of  the  same  address  was 
arrested  and  accused  of  the  murder.  He  was  arraigned  on  a  charge  of  Murder  second  degree, 
indicted  for  Manslaughter  first  degree.  On  November  7th  he  was  tried  and  convicted  of  th.it 
offense.  On  December  28th  Judge  Noonan  sentenced  Crawford  to  Auburn  Prison  for  a  term 
of  five  to  ten  years. 

About  9:45  A.  M.  March  8,  1931,  Joseph  Chiarello  Sr.,  age  55,  a  druggist,  was  found 
dead  in  the  prescription  room  of  his  store  at  335  Niagara  Street,  conducted  by  his  son  Joseph 
Chiarello  Jr.  Examination  disclosed  that  death  was  caused  by  a  fracture  of  the  skull,  and  that 
he  had  been  struck  heavy  blows  with  a  sharp  weapon.  Investigation  by  the  police  tailed  to 
disclose  a  motive  for  the  deed,  and  the  assailant  has  not  been  arrested  up  to  this  time.  On 
March  30th  a  John  Doe  bench  warrant  was  drawn  in  this  case. 


KHRTH  PRECINCT 


Drake  Ford,  colored,  age  25,  of  207  Pratt  Street,  was  shot  in  the  stomach  about  2:45 
P.  M.,  November  2,  1931,  while  in  a  room  at  that  address  talking  with  other  colored  people. 
Ford  died  in  the  Emergency  Hospital  a  few  hours  later  from  his  injury.  James  Gibbs,  age  24, 
of  153  William  Street,  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  Murder  first  degree.  According  to  eye 
witnesses  there  was  no  apparent  cause  for  the  shooting  of  Ford.  Gibbs  was  indicted  for 
Manslaughter  first  degree  but  was  allowed  to  plead  guilty  to  Manslaughter  second  degree. 
On  December  4th  Judge  Noonan  sentenced  him  to  Auburn  Prison  for  a  term  of  five  to  ten 
years. 

During  a  quarrel  in  the  house  at  29  Randall  Street  about  12:45  A.  M.,  May  18,  1931, 
Henry  Washington,  colored,  age  31,  ot  285  Madison  Street,  was  cut  on  the  neck  and  chest 
with  a  knife.  He  was  removed  to  the  Emergency  Hospital  where  he  died  from  his  wounds. 
Eloise  Richardson,  colored  girl,  age  19  or  20,  who  according  to  witnesses  cut  Washington, 
escaped  from  the  house  and  has  not  been  apprehended  up  to  this  time. 

NINTH  PRECINCT 

About  2:30  P.  M.,  May  4,  1931,  Mrs.  Frances  Kopcioska,  age  35,  living  at  5  Ormond 
Place,  was  thrown  down  a  flight  of  stairs  at  that  address,  receiving  injuries  that  caused  her 
death  in  the  Buffalo  City  Hospital  later  in  the  day.  Mrs.  Kopcioska  was  a  widow  and  for 
some  time  had  been  living  at  the  Ormond  Place  address  with  Thomas  Bondarek,  age  38. 
Investigation  disclosed  that  Bondarek  and  the  woman  drank  heavily  and  quarrelled  frequently 
and  on  the  above  mentioned  date  after  giving  the  woman  a  severe  beating  Bondarek  threw 
her  down  stairs.  He  was  charged  with  Manslaughter  first  degree  and  was  so  indicted.  A 
plea  of  guilty  to  Manslaughter  second  degree  was  accepted  and  on  June  26th  Judge  Harris 
sentenced  him  to  Auburn  Prison  for  a  term  of  7i  to  15  years. 


TENTH  PRECINCT 

Falkner  E.  Vandcrborg,  age  42,  of  330  Saunders  Road,  a  collector  for  the  General  News 
Bureau,  Market  Arcade,  617-619  Main  Sreet,  was  shot  and  killed  about  3:55  P.  M., 
November  21,  1931,  on  the  rear  stairway  of  the  apartment  house  at  421  Niagara  Street.  The 
motive  for  the  crime  is  believed  to  have  been  robbery,  or  resistance  to  an  attempted  assault 
upon  Vanderborg.  A  number  of  persons  were  questioned  and  several  were  held  for  further 
investigation  to  determine  the  identity  of  Vanderborg's  assailants,  but  owing  to  insufficient 
evidence  were  not  brought  to  trial.  A  John  Doe  bench  warrant  charge  Murder  first  degree 
has  been  drawn  in  this  case. 
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TABLE  Xl-A 


Financial  Statement  for  the  Year  Ending  1931 

I.    OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE    $8,084,055.96 

L.    Personal  Services  (Salaries  and  Wages)   $2,915,551.45 

a.  General  Administration    $  407,391.89 

b.  Patrol   1,789,215.77 

c.  Traffic    278,565.91 

d.  Criminal  Investigation    233,829.39 

e.  Care  of  Buildings  and  Equipment   206,548. 99 

2.    Contractural  Services    18,i»48.!)5 

a.  Communication  and  Transportation   18,!>4K.!tf> 

b.  Other  Contractural  Services  


3.  Commodities    149,565.55 

a.  Supplies    133,980.36 

b.  Materials    15,575.1!) 

4.  Current  Charges  and  Obligations 

a.  Pensions  and  Retirements   130,000.00* 

b.  Other  Charges   


II.  PROPERTIES  ACQUIRED    38,357.31 

5.  Equipment    38,357.31 

6.  Building  and  Improvements   

7.  Land   


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES    $3,122,413.26 


Pensions  and  Retirements  paid  by  salary  contributions  of  members,  not  included  in  Total  Expenditures. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS* 

Number  of  Persons  Injured  and  Killed  within  the  Past    1 .'{  Years. 
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*  Includes  Automobiles,  Trucks  and  Motorcycles. 


44 


INCREASES  IN  REGISTERED  AUTOMOBILES*,  INCLUDING  TRUCKS 


By  Years 
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TABLE  XII  (Continued) 


(Number  of  Drivers) 
Non- 


Unknown   

Out  of  State   

Out  of  City   

Resident  of  City    3755 

AGE  OF 

Unknown   

Under  1G  years   

16  years   

17  years   

18  to  24  years   1166 

25  to  64  years  

65  years  and  over  


Unknown 

Male   

Female 


Total 

Fatal 

Fatal 

DRIVER 

37 

8 

2!) 

87 

3 

84 

586 

18 

568 

3755 

90 

3665 

IVER 

37 

8 

2!) 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

l) 

1 166 

32 

1134 

3223 

77 

3146 

36 

2 

34 

IVER 

4 

1 

3 

4151 

113 

4038 

311 

6 

305 

ACTION  OF  DRIVERS 


Unknown   

1 

1 

0 

Turning  right   

92 

1 

93 

Turning  left   

413 

2 

411 

Going  straight  through  

3215 

104 

3111 

Slowing  down  or  stopping... 

376 

9 

367 

Racking   

125 

3 

122 

Parked  or  standing  still  

158 

0 

158 

Skidding   

88 

1 

87 

ACTION  OF  DRIVERS 
VIOLATIONS 

Exceeding  speed  limit    42  9  33 

On  wrong  side  of  road   31  6  25 

Did  not  have  right  of  way..  150  1  149 

Cutting  in    7  0  7 

Passing  standing  street  car  8  0  8 

Passing  on  curve  or  hill   0  0  0 

Passing  on  wrong  side   3  2  1 

Failed  to  signal   5  0  5 

Improper  turning    0  0  0 

Failed     to     stop  —  through 

highway  or  street   22  0  22 

Disregarded   officer  or  sig- 
nal   42  2  40 

Drove  off  roadway...   3  0  3 

Drove  through  safety  zone..  0  0  0 

Double  or  prohibited  parking  1  0  1 

CONDITION  OF  DRIVER 


Was  intoxicated   

14 

1 

13 

Had  physical  defect   

0 

0 

0 

Was  asleep   

2 

0 

2 

CONDITION  OF 

VEHICLF 

Defective  brakes   

4 

0 

4 

Improper  lights   

2 

0 

2 

Defect  in  steering  mechan- 

ism   

9 

1 

8 

Other  defects   

6 

0 

6 

(Number  of  Pedestrians) 
Non- 
Total       Fatal  Fatal 


CONDITION  OF  PEDESTRIAN 

Pedestrian  was  intoxicated..  9  2 

Was  confused  by  traffic   16  4 

View  obstructed    1  0 

ROAD  SURFACE  CONDITION 

Dry  surface    2632  90 

Wet  surface    454  14 

Icy  surface    81  2 

WEATHER  CONDITION 

Clear    2411  85 

Cloudy    436  10 

Fog    2  0 

Rain    363  9 

Snow    81  0 

LIGHT  CONDITION 

Daylight    1884  40 

Dusk    21  0 

Darkness,     good  artificial 

light    1386  66 

Darkness,      poor  artificial 

light   0  •> 

Darkness,  no  artificial  light  0  0 


I  134 
606 


SEX  OF  PEDESTRIAN 

Male    1197  63 

Female    626  20 

THE  PEDESTRIAN 

Unknown    1  0 

Crossing      at  intersection 

with  signal    14  2 

Crossing      at  intersection 

against  signal    53  1 

Crossing      at  intersection 

no  signal    656  20 

Crossing  at  intersection 
diagonally    1 1  1 

Crossing  between  intersec- 
tions   771  47 

Playing  in  street    93  3 

Riding  or  hitching  on  ve- 
hicle   31  1 

Waiting  for  or  getting  on 
or  off  street  car  at  safety 
zone    9  0 

Waiting  for  or  getting  on 
or  off  street  car,  no  safety 
zone    39  0 

Getting  on  or  off  other  ve- 
hicles   6  1 

At  work  in  roadway   26  2 

Not  in  roadway    0  0 

Other  actions    116  4 
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Headquarters 
Precinct  No. 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


No.  10. 

No.  1 1 

No.  12. 

No.  13. 

No.  14 

No.  15. 

No.  L6. 

No.  17. 

Sub  17 


s  5,095.00 
800.50 
149.00 
917.00 
16.00 

500.00 
53.75 

i,954!00 
807.80 
45.00 
285.00 
211.20 
534.75 
128.40 
850.00 
39.00 
L5.00 


Totals 


$12,407.40 


$  5,095.00 
630.00 
144.00 
28.43 
94.00 

sbo'.ob 

53.75 
10.00 

1,870.00 
538.50 

15.00 
130.00 
421.00 

54.11 
903.00 

15.00 


$17,830.28 
11,807.57 
4,031.65 
29,899.91 
5,310.48 
3,979.00 
7,223.87 
2,524.40 
3,573.41 
2,059.09 
5,761.85 
2,376.90 
4,176.03 
5,829.85 
4,839.14 
2,31 1.67 
2,546.35 
8,948.35 
459.40 


$10,501.79     I  $120,484.20 


$20,026.45 
4,028.07 
3,754.65 
2,524.55 
775.00 
932.00 
2,644.65 
1,335.05 
1,674.87 
289.15 
471.35 
251.02 
1,028.80 
1,437.80 
2,265.64 
1,011.85 
865.71 
1,255.00 

$46,571.61 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  CHARGED 
BY  PRECINCTS 


Precincts 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Headquarters 

7,590 

541 

8,131 

Precinct  No. 

1  

4,766 

206 

4,972 

No. 

2  

2,431 

729 

3,160 

No. 

3  

3,083 

457 

3,540 

No. 

4  

5,196 

716 

5,912 

No. 

5  

896 

151 

1,047 

No. 

6  

983 

103 

1,086 

No. 

7  

1,423 

50 

1,473 

No. 

8  

2,831 

356 

3,187 

"  No. 

9  

1,057 

77 

1,134 

No. 

10  

1,804 

211 

2,015 

No. 

11  ..... 

1,104 

62 

1,166 

No. 

12  

1,327 

66 

1,393 

No. 

13  

1,018 

76 

1,094 

No. 

14  

909 

62 

971 

No. 

15  

717 

66 

783 

No. 

16  

861 

76 

937 

No. 

17  

723 

157 

880 

Sub. 

17  

68 

4 

72 

Patrol  Boat 

99 



99 

Totals  .... 

38,886 

4,166 

43,052 

MARITAL  CONDITIONS  OF  PER- 
SONS CHARGED 


Precincts 

Married 

Single 

Total 

Headquarters 

3,697 

4,434 

8,131 

Precinct  No. 

1  

2,262 

2,710 

4,972 

No. 

2  

1,438 

1 ,722 

3,160 

No. 

3  

1,601 

1,939 

3,540 

No. 

4  

2,721 

3,191 

5,912 

No. 

5  

468 

579 

1,047 

No. 

6  

489 

597 

1,086 

No. 

7  

671 

802 

1,473 

No. 

8  

1,465 

1,722 

3,187 

No. 

9  

504 

630 

1,134 

No. 

10  

919 

1,096 

2,015 

No. 

11  

537 

629 

1,166 

No. 

12  

634 

759 

1,393 

"  No. 

13  

487 

607 

1,094 

No. 

14  

430 

541 

971 

No. 

15  

348 

435 

783 

No. 

16  

412 

525 

937 

No. 

17  

383 

497 

880 

Sub. 

17  

25 

47 

72 

Patrol  Boat 

40 

59 

99 

Totals   

19,531 

23,521 

43,052 

Note:  Does  not  include  5,207  summons  served  on  white  tap  violators  and  741  arrests  for  other 
jurisdictions. 
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Changes  in  the  Force 


APPOIM  MKNTS 


1931 
Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 
Apr. 


2, 
2, 
10, 
10, 
10, 
12, 
13, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
3, 
14, 
14, 
14, 
2, 
7, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 


Patrolman   John  J.  Cronin 

Patrolman   John  P.  Garrison 

Patrolman   Christ  M.  Nagel 

Patrolman   Paul  J.  Collins 

Patrolman   Theodore  Jakubowski 

Patrolman   Harold  J.  Batt 

Patrolman   Joseph  0.  Shirley 

Patrolman   John  B.  Fossett 

Patrolman   Chester  E.  Schaeffer 

Patrolman   James  D.  Casey 

Patrolman   George  A.  Schmied 

Patrolman   John  F.  Tousley 

Patrolman   Raymond  J.  Smith 

Patrolman   Charles  W.  Conley 

Patrolman   Thomas  E.  Connors 

Patrolman   Robert  B.  Campbell 

Patrolman   James  T.  Cotter 

Laborer   Arthur  C.  Gessner 

Mechanics'  Helper  William  D.  Sherman 

Mechanics'  Helper  Harry  J.  Danner 

Laborer   Fred  Howard 

Patrolman   Glenn  D.  Pauley 

Patrolman   Sal.  N.  Bertolone 

Patrolman   Kenneth  D.  Machemer 

Patrolman   William  J.  Tedesco 

Patrolman   Joseph  McNerney 

Patrolman   Joseph  T.  Wohlrab 

Patrolman   William  J.  Monan 

Patrolman   J.  Stanley  Bratt 

Patrolman   Clarence  D.  McNamara 


1031 

Apr.  17, 
"  17, 
"  17, 
"  17, 
"  20, 
"  25, 
May  2, 
2, 
2, 

"  18, 
"  18, 

June  18, 
"  18, 
"  18, 
"  18, 
"  18, 
"  18, 
"  18, 

July  3, 
3, 
3, 

Aug.  10, 
Sept.  23, 
"  24, 
Dec.  4, 
4, 
4, 

"  4, 
"  23, 
"  23, 


Patrolman   Stephen   V.  Sharrow, 

Patrolman   Alfred  L.  Lamont 

Patrolman   Martin  E.  Raithel 

Patrolman   William  J.  Gallery 

Laborer   Joseph  A.  Gleason 

Patrolman   Elmer  Schoenfeld 

Patrolman   Anthony  Mazur 

Patrolman   Richard  J.  Conroy 

Patrolman   Leroy  F.  Schneider 

Laborer   Arno  Korbs 

Laborer   Henry  Mengay 

Patrolman   .Everett  P.  Kolb 

Patrolman   James  A.  Watts 

Patrolman   John  T.  Manley 

Patrolman   John  J.  Meegan 

Patrolman   Sylvester  W.  Riordan 

Patrolman   Elmer  F.  Rohauer 

Patrolman   James  D.  Robinson 

Laborer   Edward  W.  Pit/. 

Laborer   Harold  M.  Weidmann 

Laborer   .Edward  F.  Schwabel 

Laborer   John  Rutter 

Desk  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  Murphy 

Desk  Lieutenant  Harold  J.  Wanamaker 

Patrolman   Martin  A.  Vogel 

Patrolman   Gordon  L.  Smith 

Patrolman   Francis  L.  Maroney 

Patrolman   Howard  J.  Ryan 

Patrolman   Edward  J.  Young 

Patrolman  William  .1.  Kotterman 


1931 
Feb. 


PROMOTIONS 
1031 


Mar. 


May 


14,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

Raymond  J.  Matthews 

14,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

Francis  E.  Shanahan 

14,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

Victor  Bickers 

14,  Patrolman  to  Detective 

Richard  J.  Hurley 

12,    Asst.  Chief  Desk  Lieut,  to 
Chief  Desk  Lieutenant 

Thomas  Coyle 

12,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

John  E.  Stanton 

12,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

Peter  T.  Gorman 

5,    Patrolman  to  Detective 

Thomas  W.  Ryan 

15,  Mechanics'  Helper  to 

Mechanics'  Asst. 

Henry  Danner 


May  15, 

"  15, 
"  15, 
"  15, 
June  18, 

July  13, 


Sept. 
Dec. 


23, 
11, 
11. 


Mechanics,  Helper  to 
Mechanics'  Asst. 

Dayton  Alt 

Laborer  to  Mechanics'  Helper 
Bernard  Korn 

Laborer  to  Mechanics'  Helper 

Joseph  A.  Gleason 

Laborer  to  Mechanics'  Helper 
Arthur  Gessner 

Desk  Lieut,  to  Asst.  Chief 
Desk  Lieut. 

Edward  M.  McGurn 

Patrolman  to  Lieutenant 

Eugene  W.  Vogt 

Laborer  to  Mechanics'  Helper 
Arno  Korbs 

Patrolman  to  Lieutenant 

Karl  T.  Matthies 

Patrolman  to  Detective 

Arthur  W.  Loefke 

Patrolman  to  Detective 

James  F.  Ryan 
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DEMOTIONS 


1931 

Feb.  14,    Mechanics'  Asst.  to 
Mechanics'  Helper 

Harry  Weber 

"     14,    Mechanics'  Helper  to  Laborer 

Joseph  McNamara 

"     14,    Mechanics'  Helper  to  Laborer 
James  Dimino 

14,     Mechanics'  Helper  to  Laborer 
Daniel  Dimino 


14,    Detective  to  Patrolman 

Lawrence  E.  Wilson 


1931 

Mar.  12,    Det.  Sergeant  to  Patrolman 

William  J.  Flynn 

Apr.  16,    Detective  to  Patrolman 

Joseph  Striebick 

May  15,    Mechanics'  Helper  to  Laborer 
John  Boyd 

.July  11,    Detective  to  Patrolman 

Richard  E.  Heed 

Dec.  11,    Detective  to  Patrolman 

George  H.  Phillips 

Dec.  11,    Detective  to  Patrolman 

Edward  A.  Bingemann 


DISMISSED 


1931 
Feb. 


Mar. 
Apr. 
May 


11,  Patrolman   Albert  J.  Winzenried 

14,  Laborer   Stephen  Henle 

14,  Laborer   Anthony  Kurczynski 

14,  Laborer   Martin  Wendlinger 

28,  Laborer   Charles  Eason 

4,  Detective   Louis  M.  Klein 

27,  Patrolman   John  M.  Slattery 

11,  Mechanics'  Asst  ..George  M.  Roessler 

11,  Mechanics'  Asst  Carl  Hloomquist 

6,    Patrolman   Daniel  T.  Leary 


L931 
May 

July 

Aug. 
Sept. 


15, 
21, 
3, 


Mechanics'  Helper      John  McGraw 

Patrolman   Theodore    M.  Jakubowski 

Patrolman   Edward  P.  Walsh 

Patrolman   Francis  T.  Downs 

Patrolman   Harry  F.  Cunningham 

Patrolman  Leo  0.  Atwell 

Laborer   Edward  F.  Schwabel 

Laborer   Edward  W.  Pitz 

Laborer  Harold  M.  Weidmann 


REINSTATED 

1931  1931 

Mar.    2,    Laborer   Anthony  Kurczynski        Aug.  25,    Desk  Lieutenant        Edward  W.  Rost 


RESIGNATIONS 

1931  1931 

Jan.  26,    Patrolman   Howard  C.  Turner  Mar.  25,    Mechanics'  Asst  Joseph  Stein 

Feb.  12,    Patrolman   Edward  A.  Cullen 


TRANSFERS 

July  16,    Felix    Dougherty  Mechanics'  Assistant,  Dept.  of  Police  to  Fire  Dept. 
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SUPER AN  N  I  ATED 


Granted  March  27,  1931,  retro- 
active January  1,  1930,  Dep- 
uty  Commissioner   Frank  J.  Can- 
Patrolman   Charles  C.  Callinan 

Lieutenant   Thomas  S.  Cottrell 

Patrolman   John  W.  Howard 

Patrolman   Thomas  J.  Barry 

Patrolman   Louis  H.  Keller 

Patrolman   John  O'Brien 

Patrolman   Henry  Cottrell 

Patrolman   John  Donovan 

Patrolman   Frank  J.  Coleman 

Desk  Lieutenant         Jeremiah  A.  Healy 

Patrolman   Michael  G.  Stahrr 

Desk  Lieutenant           Thomas  C.  Kennedy 


1931 
June 

July 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


8,  Patrolman   Eugene  Prefert 

21,  Patrolman   Carl  S.  Kcnefick 

1,  Traffic  Chief   John  E.  Kennedy 

23,  Policewoman   Lillian  E.  Morrison 

20,  Patrolman  Richard  E.  Tobill 

25,  Patrolman   Jacob  A.  Garden 

1,  Patrolman   Fred  S.  O'Brien 

20,  Janitress   Margaret  E.  Shannon 

1.  Detective   Sergeant.  ..John  G.  Pauley 

1,  Patrolman   Jeremiah  S.  McCarthy 

1,  Patrolman   Charles  M.  Warnica 

1,  Patrolman   William  H.  Sheehan 

1,  Patrolman   John  Flierl 

31,  Patrolman   Charles  G.  Stettenbenz 


DEATHS 

1931 

Feb. 

8, 

Patrolman 

 Henry  M.  Soule 

July 

10, 

Patrolman 

 Charles  Mernan 

Aug. 

10, 

Lieutenant 

 Edward  Brenner 

Oct. 

29, 

Patrolman 

 William  H.  Kennedy 

Nov. 

13, 

Captain 

 Edward  N.  Rast 

Dec. 

20, 

Lieutenant 

 George  T.  Miller 

5? 


On  January  1,  1832,  Buffalo  as  a  Village,  ceased  to  exist  and  the  City  of  Buffalo  came  into  being,  with 
three  Constables,  to  whom  the  people  had  to  look  for  protection 

There  is  not  much  information  available  as  to  how  the  City  was  policed  for  the  first  thirty-four  years 


On  April  10,  1866,  an  Act  was  passed  by  the  New  York  State  Legislature  creating  the  N1ACARA 
FRONTIER  DISTRICT,  which  included  Buffalo  and  Tonawanda,  in  Erie  County,  and  Wheatfield  in 
Niagara  County,  and  dividing  the  Frontier  into  tour  precincts.  A  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  was 
created  and  a  Superintendent,  Captains,  Detectives  and  a  Force  of  one-hundred  patrolmen  was  appointed, 
and  took  office  at  midnight,  May  7,  1866.    This  marked  the  beginning  of  real  police  service  for  the  City 


On  April  26,  1871,  a  new  law  was  enacted,  disbanding  the  Niagara  Frontier  Police,  and  cutting  off  the 
outlying  districts,  and  creating  the  Buffalo  City  Police  Department,  and  dividing  it  into  five  police  precincts. 

In  the  year  1875,  the  Morse  telegraph  system  was  installed  for  communicating  between  the  various 
police  station-houses  and  Headquarters. 

In  188  4  the  State  Legislature  passed  an  Act  placing  the  members  of  the  Department  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Civil  Service. 

In  the  year  1884,  the  present  Police  Headquarters  was  built 

In  the  year  1886,  the  first  horse-drawn  patrol  wagon  was  placed  in  service. 

On  January  10,  1888,  patrol  booths  and  a  call  box  signal  system  was  installed 

On  May  29,  1889  the  members  of  the  Department  were  placed  on  a  Pension  System. 

In  the  year  1910,  the  first  auto  patrol  was  placed  in  service.    Cradually,  as  automobiles  improved,  the 

horse-drawn  patrols  were  replaced  by  automobiles. 

In  1911  the  installation  of  the  Flash-light  Signal  System  was  started.  Fourteen  precincts  are  now  so 
equipped. 

In  1918  the  Police  Training  School  was  organized  and  an  Instructor  placed  in  charge. 

On  February  29,  1929,  a  telephone  typewriter  system  between  Headquarters  and  the  various  precincts 
and  Bureaus  was  placed  in  operation. 

The  year  1930  marked  the  most  forward  step  in  police  communication.  On  October  3rd  of  that  year, 
the  Federal  Radio  Commission  granted  a  license  to  the  Department  to  operate  Radio  Station  WM  J.  on  a 
frequency  of  2,422  kilocycles. 

On  September  15,  1931,  the  New  York  State  Telephone  typewriter  system  was  installed  in  Police  Head- 
quarters. This  system  is  connected  with  the  Telephone  Typewriter  Systems  of  the  States  of  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania. 

December  31,  1931,  found  the  Buffalo  Police  Department  equipped  with  more  communication  systems 
than  any  other  Police  Department  in  the  world.  We  have  the  telephone,  the  Morse  telegraph,  the  telephone 
typewriter  systems  and  the  Radio. 


of  its  existence. 


of  Buffalo. 


JUSTICE 


